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1 The Meaning of the term hadith

1. Communication

2. Narrative

3. Conversation

The terms in its literal meaning appears around 23 times in

the Qur’an, for example

“Allah has revealed (from time to time) the most beautiful

narrative in the form of a Book…”.

al-Zumar 39:23



2  The Meaning of the term sunnah

• Lexicographically it means :

1) a way, 2) a course 3) rule 4) mode or manner of acting or conduct of life,

and 5) continuous practice

• In Arabic literature it refers to shari‘ah, established religious practice, less

than fard or wajib (compulsory). It technically refers to the model

behaviour of the Prophet sallalahu alayhi wassallam. The term in its literal

meaning is used in the Qur’an around 27 times.

“ This has been Allah’s Way with those who have gone before, and you shall

find no change in Allah’s Way (sunnatillahi)”.

al-Ahzab 33:62



2.1  Definition of  hadith or sunnah

• Fa‘yl (action, deed)

• Qawl (statement)

• Taqrir (endorsement)



3 Historicity of hadith

1. Letters

2. Sermons

3. Ahkam directives and orders (e.g. on al-zakah)

4. Personal records of the sahabah.

5. Saha’if by individual sahabah like Sahifah of Hummam

b. Munabbayh, saha’if of ‘Ali b. Abi Talib, Sa‘d b.

‘Ubadah Ansari, ‘Urwah b. Zubayr, ‘Abdullah b.

‘Abbas, ‘Abdullah b. ‘Amr b. al-‘As , sadiqah

of‘Abdullah b. Mas‘ud, Jabir b. ‘Abdullah, Abu

Hurayrah, radi Allahu ‘anhuma ajma‘in.



4  Some major reporters of hadith

1. Abu Hurayrah d.59 AH 5, 374

2. ‘Abdullah b. ‘Umar d. 73 AH 2,630

3. Anas b. Malik d. 95 AH 2,286

4. ‘Aishah bt. Abu Bakr d. 58 AH 2,210

5. ‘Abdullah b. ‘Abbas d. 68 AH 1,660

6. Jabir b. ‘Abdullah d. 78 AH 1,540

7. Abu Sa‘id Khudri d. 74 AH 1,170

8. ‘Abdullah b. Mas‘ud d. 32 AH 848

9. ‘Abdullah b. ‘Amr b. al- ‘As d. 63 AH 700

10. ‘Umar b. al-Khattab d. 23 AH 537

11. ‘Ali b. Abi Talib d. 40 AH 536

Source:M. M. A‘zmi, Studied in Hadith Methodology and Literature, Indianapolis, M.S.A. 1977 pp.26-

27,M. Zubayr Siddiqi, Hadith Literature, Calcutta, Calcutta University Press, 1961 pp.22-27



5  Some famous tabi‘i and taba‘ tabi‘in muhaddithin

Ibn Sa‘d in his Tabaqat has mentioned about tabi‘in who in different centers of
learning were disseminating gree‘ilm al hadith. He records number of such tabi‘in
in al-Madina as 484, 131 in Makkah, 413 in Kufa and 164 in Basra.

Major tabi‘i muhaddithin include:

1. Sa‘id b. al-Musayyab b. 14 AH d. 93AH

2. Hasan al-Basri b. 21AH d.110 AH

3. Ibn Sirin b. 23 AH d.110 AH

4. ‘Urwah b. Zubayr b. 22 AH d. 94 AH

5. ‘Ali b. Husain b. Ali b. 38 AH d. 94 AH

6. Qadi Shurayh b. d. 78 AH

7. Al-Qasim b. Muhammad b. 37 AH d. 106 AH

8. Masrooq d. 62 AH

9. Hammam b. Munabbih b. 40 AH d. 131 AH

10. Salim b. ‘Abdullah b. ‘Umar d. 106 AH
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11. Nafi’Mawla ‘Abdullah b. ‘Umar b. d. 117 AH

12. Sa‘id b. Jubayr b. 47 AH d. 95 AH

13. Sulayman b. al-A‘mash b. 61 AH d. 148 AH

14. Muhammad b. Shihab al-Zuhri b. 58 AH d. 124 AH

15. Sulayman b. Yasar b. 34 AH d. 107 AH

16. Ikrama Mawla Ibn ‘Abbas b. 22 AH d. 105 AH

17. ‘Ata b. Abi Rabah b. 27 AH d. 115 AH

18. Ibrahim al-Nakha‘i b. 46 AH d. 96 AH

19. ‘Alqama b. 17 AH d. 104 AH

Source:

Abul A‘la Mawdudi, Sunnat ki A‘ini Haithiyat, Lahore, Islamic Publications
Ltd., 1970 pp.364-366



7 Rasul as carrier of Truth

“O Mankind! The Messenger has come to you bearing the

truth from your Lord. believe in him: It is best for you. But if

you reject Faith, to Allah belong all things in the heavens and on

earth: And Allah is All-knowing, All-wise.”

al-Nisa 4:170



7.1 Universal Prohethood

Say: "O men! I am sent unto you all, as the Messenger of
Allah, to Whom belongs the dominion of the heavens and the
earth: there is no god but He: it is He That gives both life and
death. So believe in Allah and His Messenger, the Unlettered
Prophet, who believes in Allah and His words: follow him (so)
that you may be guided."

al-A‘raf 7:158



7.2  Following Prophet’s (sallalahu alayhi wassallam) 

model (uswah) a pre-condition for success in 

al-Akhirah

“You have indeed in the Messenger of Allah a beautiful pattern

(of conduct) for any one whose hope is in Allah and the Final Day,

and who engages much in the Praise of Allah.”

al-Ahzab 33:21



7.3 The Prophet’s (sallalahu alayhi wassallam) role 

as educator, purifier and interpreter of the 

Qur’an

“Our Lord! send amongst them an Messenger of their own, who

shall rehearse Your Signs to them and instruct them in scripture

and wisdom, and sanctify them: For You are the Exalted in

Might, the Wise.” al-Baqarah 2:129



7.4 Nubuwah as Allah’s (s.w.t) favour

“Allah did confer a great favour on the believers when He

sent among them a Messenger from among themselves,

rehearsing unto them the Signs of Allah, sanctifying them,

and instructing them in Scripture and Wisdom, while, before

that, they had been in manifest error.” al-i-‘Imran 3:164



7.5  Superiority of the Prophet (sallalahu alayhi 

wassallam)

“The Prophet has a greater claim over the Believers than they

have over each other , and his wives are their mothers.”

al-Ahzab 33:6



7.6 Blessing for the whole of humanity 

“We sent you not, but as a Mercy to the people of the whole

worlds.”

al-Anbiya 21:107



7.7 Best model of moral conduct 

“And you (stand) on an exalted standard of character.”

al-Qalam 68:4



7.8 Final Interpreter

“We raised the Messengers earlier with clear signs and divine

Books, and We have now sent down this Reminder upon you

and you may elucidate to people the teaching that has been

sent down for them and that the people may themselves

reflect,”

al-Nahl, 16:44



7.9  A Muslim’s attitude toward the Prophet 

sallallahu alaihi wasallam

“O you who believe! Put not yourselves forward before Allah and His

Messenger. but fear Allah. for Allah is He Who hears and knows all things. O

you who believe! Raise not your voices above the voice of the Prophet, nor speak

aloud to him in talk, as you may speak aloud to one another, lest your deeds

become vain and you perceive not. Those that lower their voices in the presence

of Allah's Messenger,- their hearts has Allah tested for piety, for them is

Forgiveness and a great Reward.”

al-Hujurat 49:1-3



7.10 Immunity of the Prophet (sallalahu alayhi 

wassallam)

“Nor does he speak out of his desire. This is nothing but a

revelation that is conveyed to him:”

al-Najm 53:3-4



8 Legal status of sunnah or hadith: General 

Instructions 

“Those who follow the Messenger, the unlettered Prophet, whom they find

mentioned in their own (scriptures),- in the law and the Gospel;- for he

commands them what is just and forbids them what is evil; he allows them as

lawful what is good (and pure) and prohibits them from what is bad (and

impure); He releases them from their heavy burdens and from the yokes that

are upon them. So it is those who believe in him, honor him, help him, and

follow the light which is sent down with him,- it is they who will prosper.”

al-A‘raf 7:157



8.1  How should believers respond

“The answer of the Believers, when summoned to Allah and His

Messenger, in order that He may judge between them, is no other than

this: they say, "We hear and we obey": shall attain success and felicity.

Those who obey Allah and His Messenger, and fear Allah and do right,

such, indeed shall triumph”

al-Nur 24:51-52



8.2 Prophetic directives to be followed 

unconditionally

“So take what the Messenger assigns to you, and deny

yourselves that which he withholds from you. And fear Allah,

for Allah is strict in Punishment.”

al-Hashr 59:7



8.3 Undisputed Judge

“But no, by the Lord, they can have no (real) Faith, until they make

you the judge in all disputes between them, and find in their souls

no resistance against your decisions, but accept them with the fullest

conviction.”

al-Nisa, 4:65



8.4   Obedience to the Prophet (sallalahu alayhi 

wassallam) as an evidence of loving Allah 

Say: "If you do love Allah, Follow me: Allah will love you
and forgive you your sins: For Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Most
Merciful."

al ‘Imran 3:31



8.5 Disobeying the  Prophet makes all deeds void

“O you who believe! Obey Allah, and obey the Messenger,
and make not vain your deeds!”

Muhammad 47:33



9 Allah‘s favour on those who follow the Messenger

“All who obey Allah and the Messenger such shall be with those whom

Allah has favored the prophets, those steadfast in truthfulness (siddiqin),

the witnesses (shuhada), and the righteous (salihin). How excellent will

they be for companions !”

al-Nisa 4:69



10  Unconditional obedience to Allah and the Prophet

“ O you who believe! Obey Allah, and obey the Messenger, and those

charged with authority among you. If you differ in anything among

yourselves, refer it to Allah and His Messenger, if you do believe in

Allah and the Last Day: That is best, and most suitable for final

determination.”

al-Nisa 4:59



11 Unqualified authority of  the Prophet

“He who obeys the Messenger thereby obeys Allah, as for he who

turns away, We have not sent you as a keeper over them.”

al-Nisa 4:80



11.1 Finality of Prophet’s decisions and directives

“It does not behove a believer, male or female that when Allah and His

Messenger have decided an affair they should exercise their choice And

whoever disobeys Allah and His Messenger, has strays to manifest

error.”

al-Ahzab 33:36



12 Hypocrite’s response to the sunnah

“When it is said to them: "Come to what Allah has revealed, and to

the Messenger.: You see the Hypocrites avert their faces from you in

disgust.”

al-Nisa 4:61



13 Role of hadith methodology in development of 

Islamic thought 

• The critical approach and method followed in collection of data, its
classification, verification of content and of the reporter, use of external
and internal criticism of the muhaddithun provided intellectual basis for
scholarly research

• First and foremost it developed sense of history. A people who had a
rich oral tradition in folk lore and poetry learnt importance of the
written word.

• Every aspect of the life of the Prophet (sallalahu alayhi wassallam) was
critically searched and recorded. Sirah and maghazi emerged as
respected disciplines.
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• Use of external criticism lead to collection of data and information on

personal, social political and economic status of a reporter (rawi).

Muhaddithun collected life histories of over half a million reporters of

hadith.



• This included their personal information about their family, their

source of living, education, travels, teachers, social standing,

knowledge of fiqh, observance of Islamic behavior and details about

their social and financial matters.

14.1 



15

• Internal criticism was applied on every single report and 

a statement made by a reporter .
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• Comparative study of the Qur’an, hadith and fiqh was encouraged.

Reports of a muhadith who was also a scholar of fiqh were preferred

over reports of a non faqih.



17   Use of rational tools 

Every report was subject to a thorough rational criticism. Solitary reports

ahad and report of unusual phenomena, or things which were against

common sense were identified.A report in conflict with the Qur’an or

reporting promise of a high reward on a small action or the contrary was

also made subject to critical assessment.
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• General principle used in hadith criticism by the  sahabah and later 

scholars of hadith , fiqh and sirah.

1. Critical analysis of a report which conflicts with the Qur’an and other 

ahadith and ijma‘ of sahabah.

2. Something against common sense, natural phenomena and human 

experiences.

3. Something against reason

4. Use of language contrary to the prophetic mannerism.

5. An occurrence which should have multiple reporters.

6. Reports that predict with precision.
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• These principles were applied in the life time of the sahabah.

• All documents went through critical review before their

acceptance ,e.g the treaty with people of Khaybar.
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• The research methodology developed by the Muhaddithun and jurists

introduced use of logical and scientific thinking. Historical veracity

was determined on the basis of comparative study of documents using

the Qur’an as touch stone.
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